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Headteacher Highlights Fortnightly Focus

Click       for Term DatesWelcome to our new-look newsletter,
VERUNews! This is launched in
response to parent survey feedback where
you wanted a quick read with key dates
and event reminders, published more
frequently. Hopefully this better meets
what you are looking for from the
school.

As we enter the final weeks of the school
year, our focus remains sharp on key
academic milestones and student
enrichment. Best of luck to our Year 12
during their Threshold Exams and then
the subsequent focus on UCAS and other
destinations. Well done to our Year 11
and 13 cohorts as they wrap up their final
GCSE and A-Level exams in the coming
weeks.

This week is busy with travel; our
Valencia trip returns this Saturday, Year 7
cohorts are departing for their respective
Lakes Trips, Year 10 are finalising their
placements for their Work Experience
week and Sixth Form are preparing for
the Sociology visit to New York.

We also have much to celebrate across
our community, including our Year 13
students who marked their final day on
7th May with their traditional assembly
and celebrations. Huge congratulations
go to our PE Department for earning the
prestigious School Games Mark
PLATINUM Award, and to our
dedicated students who achieved the
milestone of receiving their Gold Duke
of Edinburgh Awards at Buckingham
Palace. Mr Toley was also invited to the
palace for his leadership of the DofE
programme for many years.

Looking ahead, we eagerly anticipate our
annual Verulympics event on Friday 26th
June, followed immediately by our first
Culture Week starting Monday 29th
June. Details of the activities will be
shared in communications to the
respective year groups.

Thank you for your ongoing partnership
and support!

Fergal Moane, Headteacher

VERUNews

12 Jun - 16 Jun Yr 7 Lakes
Trip - Group 1
13 Jun - Valencia Trip returns
15 Jun - Yr 12 Threshold
Exams (ALL WEEK)
16 Jun - 20 Jun Yr 7 Lakes
Trip - Group 2
17 Jun - Governor Day
19 Jun - Yr 13 Leavers
Reception 5-6pm
19 Jun - PTFA Comedy Night
from 7pm
22 Jun - Yr 12 Trip to STAG's
(Cambridge Uni workshop)
22 Jun - STAG's 6th form
induction 2.30-3.30pm
23 Jun - Yr 8 Careers Trip
23 Jun - Yr 9&10 Prizegiving
24 Jun - 6  Form Inductionth

25 Jun - 6  Form Inductionth

26 Jun - Verulympics

https://www.verulamschool.co.uk/Term-Dates/
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VERUFocus Students were found looking at the
Japanese Garden and Pagoda, busy
sketching away, some students were
seen sitting on benches drawing from
the rich tapestry of flowers in front of
them and others were found taking
photos of the vistas from the tree
lined avenues. RS won the who can
take the most photos competition
with 182! Back in school students are
going to produce some sketchbook
work from their photographs and
visit to Kew.

On an overcast Tuesday, Verulam
School Art Department took the Year
10 art students to Kew Gardens in
South London. The students were
given a map and instructions to
sketch, explore, draw and take
photos. Students had the opportunity
to wander round the famous
glasshouses, palm houses and
sculptures dotted around the gardens
– inside when it was wet, outside
when the sun was shining. The
students were able to record their
observations in oil pastels, pen, colour
and tone pencils.

This year Kew is holding an
exhibition of Henry Moore’s
sculpture: "I would like my work to
be thought of as a celebration of life
and nature." Kew is the perfect
setting for Moore’s work and true to
his principals. This is really a fabulous
opportunity for the students. The
work is wide ranging, from his iconic
mother and child bronze works to his
ink and wash sketches from the
second world war. It was a fantastic
day. This alone was worth the visit.

Art Trip to
Kew Gardens

VERUSixth

At the beginning of June, two UCAS
workshops were run which were
designed for parents and students
new to the UCAS process.

The initial focus was on ‘finding the
right course’. We know that
apprenticeships and degree
apprenticeships are increasingly a
better option; we also know that
these are difficult to secure. We
therefore recommend that students
always apply for university as well.
Mr Bint shared some of the probing
questions to ask their sons/daughters
(even for those with no idea what
they wanted to do), and showed how
ucas.com includes not only the grades
“required” for a course but the grades
actually achieved by current
undergraduates.

Finding the right university was an
interesting talking point. We
considered campus versus city
universities, and living at home versus
living away from home. The final
choice has to be somewhere a student
wants to live and study in for 3 or
more years, and there’s no substitute
for visiting the university and getting
a feel for it.

Student finance was also covered in
the workshops – what loans are
available; how much could you get
and how much would you pay back.
This is a topic of debate in the House
of Commons at the moment, so this
could change at any time.

Good Luck from the Sixth Form
Team.

Year 13 UCAS Workshops
St Albans Child Contact Centre
Youth Talk
St Albans & District Foodbank
Coram Family Lives Information
DENS Castle Walk
Summer Shoots at Sparks Film School
Stevensons Summer Shopping
Performance Herts Summer Camp
Hertfordshire Community News and
Events

01727 766100
admin@verulam.aetrust.uk

Brampton Road, St Albans
Hertfordshire, AL1 4PR

verulamschool.co.uk

In the Community
Please follow the links below for
further information.

You will also find lots of information on our website:

absence@verulam.aetrust.uk
01727 754101

IF ABSENT please contact:

Stay in Touch

https://verulamschool.co.uk/
https://stalbanschildcontactcentre.org.uk/
https://youthtalk.org.uk/
https://stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.coramfamilylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses/
https://www.dens.org.uk/events/
https://sparksarts.co.uk/product/summer-shoots-at-sparks-film-school-stalbans/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23805606694&gbraid=0AAAAApctpjbW37lGHgkmZveao4qOyWgTB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2Pfskd33lAMVWYxQBh1Rjh5gEAAYAiAAEgINbvD_BwE
https://www.stevensons.co.uk/our-branches/st-albans
https://www.hertssportsvillage.co.uk/summer-camp-week-sessions-c149
https://hertscommunitynews.co.uk/events-in-st-albans/
https://hertscommunitynews.co.uk/events-in-st-albans/
mailto:admin@verulam.aetrust.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20website
mailto:mailto:absence@verulam.aetrust.uk


Date/Time Team Opponent Type Results

Cricket 
Fri 05 Jun Boys U12A St Albans School Area Cup

Qtr Final Lost with 17 balls

Rugby Union
Thu 04 Jun Boys U14A Rugby Leaders Primary

School

Year 10 students
volunteered as Rugby
Leaders at a local primary
school tournament

Athletics 
All dates All Years District and

County Fixtures
District and
County

Full results in next edition of
VERUNews

VERUFocus

Year 8 Future Ready Fund Trip
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VERUSport

What an incredibly action-packed
fortnight it has been for our sports
teams! As we head into the final
stretch of the school year, we would
like to share updates from our recent
fixtures, celebrate our student leaders,

Sporting News

A fantastic experience today for a
select group of Year 8 students who
began their long term work
experience opportunities via the
Herts Future Ready Fund campaign.
This brand new opportunity has seen
Verulam selected to participate in a
range of activities/trips/experiences
for this cohort over the following
years. 

For their first experience, students
went to Essendon Country Club
where they worked through a
carousel of activities including:
Bricklaying, Construction,
Midwifery, the NHS Trust and more.
They got the opportunity first hand
to try some of these careers, interview
the workers and collaborate with
other schools.

We are delighted the students have
the opportunity to engage in their
careers provision and thank Future
Ready Fund for enabling these
experiences. They were fantastic
ambassadors for the school with
many notable comments on their
conduct and engagement throughout
the day!

7 Jun - Yr 12 Valencia Trip
departs
9 Jun - Yr 10 Valencia Trip
departs
12 Jun - Yr 7 Lakes Trip departs
- Group 1*
13 Jun - Valencia Trip returns
16 Jun - Yr 7 Lakes Trip departs
- Group 2*
16 Jun - Yr 7 Lakes Trip returns
- Group 1

Residential Reminders
Upcoming residential trip reminders:

 * some payments are still outstanding

28  Jun - Yr 8 PGL Trip*
29 Jun - Yr 12 New York*
Sociology Trip
29 Jun - Yr 8 Barcelona Football
1-2 Jul - St Hilda’s College Trip
5 Jul - Yr 9 North Wales Trip*
12 Jul - Yr 10 DofE Bronze
Expedition

Further ahead:

Each term, students in Years 7-11
have the opportunity to gain a place
on our termly reward trips. In order
to get onto this, students must:

Have no unauthorised absence
Have less than 3 negative
consequences
Be in the top 15 students in their
year for reward points.

Based on this, 60 students visited
Ninja Warrior in Watford for a
morning of fun and excitement
followed by a pizza!

The next visit will be an activity day
at Stanborough Lakes in early
September as a reward for the
summer term.

Reward Trip
and outline some exciting new
additions to our after-school sports
program.
You Spoke, We Listened: Year-
Round Football is Here on Tuesdays!
Fencing Club and Badminton Club
are back on - please see PE posters.
And congrats to the PE Department
as they have been awarded the School
Games Mark PLATINUM Award!
Well done.

You will also find lots of information on our website:

https://verulamschool.co.uk/
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VERUFocus Having found a place to work and
the employer has agreed to host you,
the student or parent/carer will be
able to log on to Unifrog and access
the Work Placements tab on the
student’s home page. Remember, you
can only progress once a placement
has been secured. Three weeks before
Work Experience starts, students are
encouraged to get in contact with
employers to confirm arrangments.

Should you have any questions or
require support, please do not hesitate
to contact Mr Lewis or Miss Elliott
via admin@verulam.aetrust.uk

As part of our commitment to
preparing students for life beyond
school, we are supporting all Year 10
students in completing a work
experience placement. This is an
exciting opportunity for students to
explore the world of work, develop
key skills, and gain valuable insight
into potential future careers.

To support them, we are using
Unifrog*, an online careers platform.
https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in 

Year 10 Work
Experience
Week:

Student Spotlight

For those who don’t know, The
Duke of Edinburgh Award is a
highly prestigious award available to
all people worldwide. It has three
levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold which
become progressively harder to
obtain as you move through the
levels. 

Each level involves the participant
undertaking a new physical activity,
learning a skill and volunteering in
the community. An expedition is also
undertaken where participants have
to be self-sufficient food and transport
for 2-4 days. At Gold level, a 5 day
residential is also undertaken: this
involves going away for 4 days and 5
nights with people the participant
does not know. Students will
undertake and learn something new.

At Verulam, the award has been
undertaken by many thousands of
students over the years. Only a few of
these will obtain the Gold Award.
Just before half term, two of these
students, Tom and Harry who
completed their Gold Award were
presented their award at Buckingham
Palace in the presence of the Duke of
Edinburgh. 

This is a truly fantastic achievement
they and others have gained. Well
done boys - it was a pleasure to see
and help you achieve this. 

Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Year 11 Leavers Assembly

To celebrate the class of 2026 leaving
Verulam, we hosted our Year 11
Leavers Assembly. Staff shared the
memories of the last five years with
the students including sports events,
trips to Iceland, Dorset and Wales, as
well as drama shows, concerts and
the fun of lesson time!

It was clear that the students had
enjoyed their time together and will
leave Verulam School with memories
that will shape their future lives.The
students enjoyed signing shirts with
each other and staff; a sense of saying
goodbye and thanks.

Wishing Year 11 well in their exams.

The House leadership team organise
many events throughout the school
year which are designed to celebrate
students’ success and keep students
motivated. Who will win this year?

House Updates

29th June - 3  Julyrd

BRAMPTON 6801

CHURCHILL 8176

HAMILTON 7022

PARK 6470

JENNINGS 5109

YORK 5878

“SUCCESS IS
NOT FINAL,
FAILURE IS NOT
FATAL: IT IS THE
COURAGE TO
CONTINUE
THAT COUNTS.”
 — Winston Churchill

Good Luck 
in your Exams

You will also find lots of information on our website:

https://verulamschool.co.uk/
mailto:admin@verulam.aetrust.uk

